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On behalf of the Flaherty Field Trial Association, I welcome you to the Dr. 

John E. Flaherty Field Trial grounds in beautiful East Windsor Connecticut.  

Since its inception Flaherty area has been a work in progress. For the past 76 

years, the Association and the Department of Energy and Environmental 

Protection have enjoyed an excellent working relationship that allows us to 

keep moving forward which is essential to our success.  
 

Eversourse completed their pole replacement program on the grounds and 

left the grounds with two new culverts and a new stoned road plus two new 

security gates in place.  
 

The DEEP Wildlife Division oversees the administration and habitat management work completed on the 

Flaherty grounds working in cooperation with the DEEPfield Support Services [FSS] Division, staff that 

completed the habitat mowing and road repair included Dan Beaupre, Dave Sandahl, Brett McCue, Jason 

Bjornberg, Robert Stearns, and Colt Casida they did an outstanding job with the annual mowing - quite a 

difficult task with the wet grounds and heavy rainfall.  
 

The Wildlife Divisions team consisted of Griffin Waller, Albert Jackson, Jake Bartha, Jacob Eddy, Tom 

Miner, Ron Ruel, Tammie Rindfleisch, Kevin Lamy, Kristen Houle, Chris Gillette and Rick Napierski. 

Their work included herbiciding invasive plants, grounds maintenance (lawn mowing, brushwork, sign 

posting), and boundary marking.    
 

In addition, Donnie Hargreaves, Chris Fairchild and Joe Miller from the DEEP Wildlife Division’s 

Wetlands Habitat and Mosquito Management Program removed the beaver debris from the culvert on the 

“goat path” to alleviate the flooding. Thank you all for your work on the grounds.  
 

The governor issued a Governor’s proclamation this year for seventy -five years of sustained trials on 

these grounds. It reaffirms we are the premiere field trial grounds in the Northeast quite an 

accomplishment for the founding fathers of our association.  
 

Continuing the association’s history of making improvements we continued with our well received 

kitchen door, two new weathervanes, and a new paint job on the building.  
 

Our executive board continues to support the association with their knowledge and their time Cory Roy, 

Janice Gregory and Sarah Conyngham., Bob Fleury, Rich Garini, Tom Mercier and Rich Murphy. 

Without the dedication of this team we would not be able to continue to improve the grounds and the 

experience for the participants.  
 

Our sixteen-member clubs hosted thirty-thee high class events this year and helped with the grounds 

improvement by placing thirteen hundred feet of fencing to help safeguard the dogs. 
 

Our vice president has made a commitment to make 2019 the year the association tries to find different 

avenues to bring in a new generation of sportsman. My request for this year is please respect the grounds 

please leave the grounds as clean as when you arrived or better. We are acting as ambassadors to the sport 

whenever we are at any field trial treat everyone you encounter with respect and understanding be a good 

sportsman be helpful to your fellow competitors. Be a mentor to a new competitor it will help to grow our 

sport we all started as rookies we all have that person who mentored us when we started who answered 

our questions who guided us who helped us to become a better trainer and handler. Be that person to 

someone else.  
 

In conclusion the association would like to wish all the competitors that will attend the Field trials and 

hunt tests on our hollowed grounds good luck and thank you for continuing the tradition. 
 

Dick Frawley, President 


