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2019 Message from the DEEP 
Rick Jacobson, Chief – Bureau of Natural Resources 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
                    
On behalf of the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, I welcome you to the 
state-owned, Dr. John E. Flaherty Field Trial Area in East Windsor. First, congratulations to the Flaherty 
Field Trial Clubs Association on receiving the proclamation from Connecticut Governor, Dannel P. 
Malloy, recognizing the Association’s 75th Anniversary and its sustained commitment to the region’s 
premiere field trial destination. As the proclamation states, “Field trials are an American tradition rooted 
in competition and environmental conservation; the Association . . . continues to be a valued ally in the 
DEEP’s mission to protect the lands and natural resources of Connecticut.” I commend the Association 
and all who work tirelessly to sustain this tradition. 
 
We remain committed to this unique partnership and to investing in habitat and facility maintenance. In 
2018 alone, the Department invested countless hours mowing fields, controlling invasive species, 
posting signs, repairing fences, removing hazard trees, and mowing the lawns around the Clubhouse, 
pavilion and parking lots for public use and to support field trial activities. Beyond our efforts, special 
thanks go to Association members Dick Frawley, Cory Roy and Rich Garini for without them, 
accomplishing many of these tasks would not have been possible. Among them, special thanks go to 
Dick for the many hours he added to maintaining the public areas around the Clubhouse, and for going 
the extra mile to assist our law enforcement staff in curtailing unauthorized activities throughout the 
year. 
 
I also extend gratitude to the Executive Board for maintaining the Clubhouse water and sanitary system, 
to ensure the health and safety of all field trial participants, and all 12 member Clubs for their hard work 
installing over 1300 feet of fencing on Dearborn and near the condominium complex to keep dogs on 
property and away from public roads. 
 
The Department’s plans for 2019 include conducting its annual mowing and invasive plant control work, 
upgrading the interior service road system, and refreshing all boundary lines and 500-foot firearms 
restriction areas with paint and signs. In addition, informational signboards posted with area regulations 
and the field trial schedule will be constructed and installed at the New Park Road and Dearborn service 
entrances to assist in controlling unauthorized public access during scheduled field trial events. Over the 
coming year, the Wildlife Division also will work in collaboration with the Association to update the Dr. 
John E. Flaherty Field Trial and Management Area 10-Year Management Plan that will expire at the end 
of 2019. The management plan reviews the history and attributes of the property and guides the 
management activities carried out to accomplish the goals and objectives identified for the property. 
 
As I mentioned at the Association’s annual meeting, the Department has embarked on a comprehensive 
planning effort to Retain, Recruit and Reactivate licensed hunters; a program referred to as R3. Hunters 
and the sale of hunting licenses have been the cornerstone of funding modern wildlife management in 
North America, and Connecticut has long enjoyed a strong hunting tradition. But that tradition is very 
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much at risk. Reflective of the national trend, fewer Connecticut residents hunt each year, with hunting 
license sales declining a startling 13% from 2010 to 2016. As revenues from hunters decline, the future 
of wildlife management as we’ve known it comes into question. I am both grateful for, and encouraged 
by, the enthusiasm expressed by the Association’s members and leadership team in support of this 
planning effort. As ambassadors for the hunting tradition, I encourage all Association member Clubs to 
become involved. Please contact Association Vice President, Cory Roy, for more information.    
 
It has been a pleasure to work with the Flaherty Association’s leadership over the years to meet our 
cooperative management goals for the Flaherty Field Trial Area. We look forward to working together in 
the years ahead to maintain the area as the premier location for field trials in the Northeast and 
preserve the hunting tradition for future generations. I wish everyone an enjoyable experience afield 
and a successful 2019 field trial season.  
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